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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for digitizing audio signals 
being generated from a plurality of parties (A, B) in 
order to provide audio communication between the 
parties with a minimum of interference. Each of the 
parties has an audio transmitter and receiver (38, 58) 
provided for transmitting and receiving audio signals. 
The audio signals are converted (40) to a PCM com- 
panded eight-bit parallel signal followed by conversion 
(42) to a serial signal for transmitting to a remote loca- 
tion and then reconverting (46) each of the companded 
serial signals to a first eight-bit parallel signal. A pre- 
programmed ROM (48) is located at the remote loca- 
tion and has a plurality of inputs and outputs. Each of 
the eight-bit parallel signals from the individual parties 
are fed to the ROM causing the ROM to produce an 
eight-bit signal on the output representing the instanta- 
neous sum of the eight-bit parallel signals being supplied 
to the inputs thereof. The eight-bit parallel signal ap- 
pearing on the output of the ROM is converted to a 
serial-digital signal by a parallel-to-serial converter (50) 
for transmitting over a single line (52) to another serial- 
to-parallel converter (54) prior to being fed through a 
digital-to-analog converter to the receiver (58) for pro- 
ducing the audio signal at the receiver. 

8 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR OPERATING 
ON COMPANDED PCM VOICE DATA 

ORIGIN OF THE INVENTION 5 

The invention described herein was made by an em- 
ployee of the United States Government and may be 
manufactured and used by or for the Government for 
governmental purposes without the payment of any 
royalties thereon or therefor. 10 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Heretofore when it was necessary to have conference 
calls on telephones where several parties talk to each 
other, this was normally accomplished through using a 15 
plurality of conventional audio signals which are fed 
through a summing circuit to be combined into a result- 
ing audio signal. This resulting audio signal, in turn, was 
fed to the headset of a receiver. While such has been 
satisfactory for a limited number of parties used on the 20 
conference call, it has not been practical for large con- 
ferences which would consist of several hundred parties 
involved. The reason for this is the degradation of the 
signal to noise ratio. In order to overcome this problem, 
devices have been developed which utilize digital sig- 25 
nals in transmitting conference calls. 

Digitized voice data, classically 12 or 13 bits of reso- 
lution, is “companded” to 8 bits for transmission in band 
width limited networks. Several algorithms are com- 
mercially used to perform the “companding” function, 30 
however regardless of the exact transformation func- 
tion used, the eight bit result is a floating point num- 
ber — i.e. mantissa plus exponent. 

To operate on such numbers, (add, subtract, multiply, 
divide) classically the eight bit quantity is expanded to 35 
its linear form (i.e. 12 or 13 bits) prior to the operation, 
and then reconverted to companded form after the 
operation. Both of these conversions are usually per- 
formed via “look up” techniques using ROMS (Read 
Only Memories) or PLA’s (Programmable Logic Ar- 40 
rays). 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The method and apparatus constructed in accordance 
with the present invention permits a plurality of parties 45 
to speak to each other on a conference line with a mini- 
mum of interference. Each of the parties has a headset 
provided with a microphone and receiver. When a 
party speaks into one of the microphones, the audio 
signal is first converted by an analog-to-digital con- 50 
verter to an eight-bit parallel digital signal. The eight- 
bit parallel digital signal is fed in parallel form to a 
parallel-to-serial converter which converts the signal to 
a serial PCM companded wave train. This serial PCM 
wave train is then transmitted to a remote location over 55 
a single wire. Upon receiving the serial PCM signal, it is 
first fed to a serial-to-parallel converter which converts 
the signal back to an eight-bit data parallel signal. The 
eight-bit parallel signal is fed to one input of a pre-pro- 
grammed ROM. This eight-bit signal provides one-half 60 
of a sixteen-bit address for a lookup ROM. The other 
half of the sixteen-bit ROM address is supplied by an- 
other subscriber over an identical circuit as described 
above. If it is desired to add more subscribers, then you 
would make the address wider or perform a plurality of 65 
sequential lookups. The output of the ROM is an eight- 
bit companded parallel signal that is, in turn, fed to a 
parallel-to-serial converter for being converted back to 
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a serial PCM signal to be transmitted over a line to a 
second serial-to-parallel converter. The second serial- 
to-parallel converter converts the signal back to an 
eight-bit parallel signal and is fed to a digital-to-analog 
converter which signal, in turn, is fed to a receiver to 
reproduce the audio signal. 

Prior to operating the system, the ROM is pre-pro- 
grammed to contain all possible combinations of results 
as defined by the two eight-bit input quantities from the 
A and B subscribers. It is to be understood, of course, 
that when more than two subscribers are used, the 
ROM is pre-programmed to handle all possible combi- 
nations. For two subscribers, there are two to sixteenth 
power possible combinations prestored in the ROM for 
handling all possible combinations of the two eight-bit 
signals coming in from the A and B subscribers. A simi- 
lar circuit is used for transmitting the conversation back 
from the ultimate receiver to the parties tied in on the 
lines. 

In order to minimize the amount of storage required 
in the ROM, a simplified circuit has been designed for 
receiving the inputs from the subscribers A and B. 
These two inputs are fed to a sign ROM, a sum ROM 
and a delta ROM. The sign ROM has been pre-pro- 
grammed to determine the output sign and whether the 
remainder of the output data is derived from the sum 
ROM or the delta ROM. In other words, the sign ROM 
is only saying whether the information should be taken 
from the sum ROM or a delta ROM and produces a sign 
output indicating the sign of the eight bit signal. 

The sign ROM is also used for enabling the sum 
ROM and the delta ROM so as to produce a seven-bit 
output from the appropriate ROM. The use of the sum 
ROM and the delta ROM eliminates the redundancy of 
the stored data in the ROM and, therefore, reduces the 
storage requirement. 

In still another modified form of the invention, a 
multiplier ROM can be inserted in the circuit between 
the first serial-to-parallel converter and the ROM for 
multiplying the signal to provide volume control for the 
circuit. 

Accordingly, an important object of the present in- 
vention is to provide a method and apparatus for oper- 
ating on companded PCM voice data to transmit audio 
signals between a plurality of parties on a conference 
call with a minimum of interference. 

Another important object of the present invention is 
to provide a circuit for transmitting high quality audio 
signals over long distances and be able to switch and 
distribute them through complicated networks without 
degrading the quality thereof. 

The construction designed to carry out the invention 
will be hereinafter described, together with other fea- 
tures thereof. 

The invention will be more readily understood from 
a reading of the following specification and by refer- 
ence to the accompanying drawings forming a part 
thereof, wherein an example of the invention is shown 
and wherein: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a system for 
handling companded PCM voice data constructed in 
accordance with the prior art. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a circuit 
constructed in accordance with the present invention 
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for transmitting high quality audio signals long dis- 
tances. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating a circuit 
that can be used in place of the ROM of FIG. 2 for 
minimizing the stored data required for the ROM of 5 
FIG. 2, and 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a typical ROM 
multiplier that can be inserted in the circuit of FIG. 2 
for controlling the volume level of the signals. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART AND THE 10 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

In FIG. 1, there is a circuit showing the conventional 
prior art system utilized for handling conference calls. 

In FIG. 1, an analog-to-digital converter 10 is con- 15 
nected to the transmitting portion or the mike of a tele- 
phone 12 for converting the voice signals to an eight-bit 
parallel digital signal. These parallel digital signals are, 
in turn, converted by a parallel-to-serial converter 14 
for being transmitted long distances over a single line 20 
16. It is not practical to transmit the signals in parallel 
form over long distances. The serial PCM signal trans- 
mitted over the line 16 is then converted back to an 
eight-bit parallel companded signal by a serial-to-paral- 
lel converter 18. This eight-bit companded digital signal 25 
is fed to a linearizer 20 which converts the eight-bit 
companded signal to a twelve-bit linear digital data 
signal. The reason for this is that you cannot add a 
floating point number to another floating point number 
in conventional adders. 30 

The twelve-bit linear digital signal is then fed into one 
input of a digital adder 22 to be added with a similar 
twelve-bit linear digital data signal coming from an- 
other headset B. It is to be understood that any number 
of headsets can be fed into the digital adder. The digital 35 
adder performs a mathematical adding process and 
produces a thirteen-bit sum on the output terminals 24 
• in parallel form. This thirteen-bit sum is then fed to a 
delinearizer 26 which converts the signal back to an 
eight-bit companded digital data signal in parallel form 40 
that is fed to a parallel-to-serial converter 28. The paral- 
lel-to-serial converter 28 converts the eight-bit com- 
panded data signal back to a serial PCM signal for trans- 
mission over a long line 30 to another serial-to-parallel 
converter 32. The serial-to-parallel converter 32 feeds 45 
the parallel data to a digital-to-analog converter 34 
associated with the receiver portion of a headset 36. 
Such is the conventional way of transmitting confer- 
ence calls. 

In order to minimize the number of processes that are 50 
necessary in the above described system, that is, elimi- 
nate the linearizer 20, the digital adder 22, the delinea- 
rizer 26, and the equivalent processors included in the 
other circuits being fed to the digital adder, a circuit 
constructed in accordance with the present invention 55 
(as shown in FIG. 2) has been developed. In the circuit 
of FIG. 2, which conforms to the invention, the audio 
signal from the headset 38 is fed directly to an analog- 
to-digital converter 40 which converts the signal to an 
eight-bit parallel digital signal The eight-bit parallel 60 
digital signal is fed in parallel form to a parallel-to-serial 
converter 42 which converts the signal to a serial PCM 
companded wave train. This serial PCM wave train is 
capable of being transmitted over long distances over a 
signal wire 44. Upon receiving the serial PCM signal, it 65 
is first fed to a serial-to-parallel converter 46 which 
converts the signal back to an eight-bit parallel data 
signal. The eight-bit parallel signal is fed to one input of 


a ROM 48. This eight-bit signal provides one-half of a 
sixteen-bit address for a lookup ROM 48. The other half 
of the sixteen-bit address is supplied by another sub- 
scriber as identified by B. If it is desirable to add more 
subscribers, then you would merely make multiple 
lookup steps or make the address wider. The output of 
the ROM 48 is an eight-bit companded parallel signal 
that is, in turn, fed to a second parallel-to-serial con- 
verter 50 for being converted back to a serial PCM 
signal to be transmitted over a line 52 to another serial- 
to-parallel converter 54. The serial-to-parallel con- 
verter 54 converts the signal back to an eight-bit parallel 
signal that is fed to a digital-to-analog converter 56 and 
is, in turn, fed to a receiver 58. 

Prior to operating the system, the ROM 48 is pre-pro- 
grammed to contain all possible combinations of results 
as defined by the two eight-bit input quantities from the 
A and B subscribers. That is, the ROM 48 is pro- 
grammed to represent on its output the instantaneous 
sum of the two digital input quantities. These two digi- 
tal input quantities represent an audio sample of the 
signals produced by both the B subscriber. It is to be 
understood, of course, that in order to reproduce a 
word, it is necessary to make an extremely large number 
of samplings for each word. There are two to the six- 
teenth power possible combinations prestored in the 
ROM 48 for handling all possible combinations of the 
two eight-bit signals coming in from the A and B sub- 
scribers. As can be seen, storage for two to the sixteenth 
power sums is a large amount of storage and in normal 
shortcuts are taken so as to minimize the amount of 
storage required for the ROM. 

One particular simplified circuit is shown in FIG. 3. 
As shown in FIG. 3, there are two inputs from subscrib- 
ers A and B. These two inputs are fed to a sign ROM 60, 
a sum ROM 62, and a delta ROM 64. The sign ROM 60 
is a 64K times 2-bit ROM which has been programmed 
to the output sign and whether the remainder of the 
output data is derived from the sum ROM 62 or the 
delta ROM 64. In other words, the sign ROM 60 is only 
saying whether the information should be taken from 
the sum ROM 62 or the Delta ROM 64 and produces a 
sign output on lead 66 indicating the sign of the eight-bit 
signal. 

Upon either the sum ROM 62 or delta ROM 64 being 
enabled by the signal coming in over lead 68, either the 
sum ROM 62 or delta ROM 64 will output seven bits of 
resulting data onto the output line 70. The use of the 
sum ROM 62 and the delta ROM 64 eliminates the 
redundancy of the stored data and, therefore, reduces 
the storage requirement. This is accomplished by con- 
necting an output lead 68 from the sign ROM 60 to an 
enable input of both a sum ROM 62 and a delta ROM 
64. The sum ROM 62 has the sum programs stored 
therein for summing all positive and all negative inputs, 
i.e., all inputs of like sign, whereas the delta ROM has 
all the differences stored therein, i.e., inputs where the 
signs differ. The incoming data from the serial-to-paral- 
lel converter 38 produced by the A and B subscribers 
determines what location is being read from and the 
respective ROM 62 and 64. 

The circuit of FIG. 4 can be inserted in the system for 
controlling the volume level. This circuit includes a 
multiplier ROM that is connected between the serial-to- 
parallel converter 46 and the ROM memory 48 for 
multiplying the signal for providing a volume control 
for the circuit. Again, we have eight-bits of parallel 
companded input data on line 72 from the serial-to-par- 
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allel converter 46 which includes the sign that is passed 
straight through to line 74 and is not operated on at all. 
The remaining seven data bits are applied to ROM 76 as 
part of a thirteen-bit address. The other six bits of ad- 
dress are derived from a multiplier constant input lead 5 
78 and determines the multiplication constant that will 
be applied to the output data which appears on line 80. 
The output line 80 is, in turn, fed directly into the ROM 
48. This enables the amplitude of the different subscrib- 
ers to be varied. Often this is necessary where one sub- 
scriber is, for example, located at a substantial distance 10 
whereas the other subscriber is on-site causing a differ- 
ence in amplitude. What this circuit is doing is compen- 
sating for difference in amplitude of the signals of the 
two subscribers. 

It will be understood, or course, that while the form 15 
of the invention herein shown and described constitutes 
a preferred embodiment of the invention, it is not in- 
tended to illustrate all possible forms of the invention. It 
will also be understood that the words used are words 
of description rather than of limitation and that various 20 
changes may be made without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention herein disclosed. 

I claim: 

1. A method of digitizing audio signals being gener- 
ated from a plurality of parties in order to provide audio 
communication between the parties with a minimum of 25 
interference comprising: 

converting said audio signals produced by said parties 
from an analog signal to parallel digital signals; 
converting said parallel digital signals to first serial 
PCM companded wave trains; 30 

transmitting each of said first serial PCM companded 
wave trains over a single wire to a remote location^ 
converting each of said first serial PCM companded 
wave trains back to second parallel digital signals; 
feeding each said second parallel digital signals to a 35 
preprogrammed ROM producing on its output 
terminals a third eight-bit companded parallel sig- 
nal; 

feeding each said third eight-bit companded parallel 
signal to a parallel-to-serial converter for being 
converted to a second serial PCM signal; 
transmitting said second serial PCM signal over a line 
to another serial-to-parallel converter and digital- 
to-analog converter producing a reproduced ana- 
log signal; and 

feeding said reproduced analog signal to a receiver 45 
which reproduces an audio signal from said repro- 
duces analog signal. 

2. The method as set forth in claim 1 further compris- 
ing: 

each of said PCM companded wave trains being con- 50 
verted back to parallel digital signals being eight- 
bit parallel digital signals; and 
said eight-bit companded parallel signal being pro- 
duced by said ROM being the instantaneous sum of 
the eight-bit parallel digital signals being supplied 55 
thereto. 

3. The method as set forth in claim 1 further compris- 
ing: 

said parallel digital signals, which are produced by 
converting said audio signals of said parties, being 
eight-bit parallel digitial signals. 60 

4. An apparatus for transmitting and reproducing 
audio signals between a plurality of parties with a mini- 
mum of interference comprising: 

an audio transmitter and receiver provided for each 
of said parties for transmittig and receiving first 65 
audio signal; 

means for converting each of said first audio signals 
to a PCM companded signal for transmitting to a 
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remote location and then converting each of said 
companded signals to a first eight-bit parallel sig- 
nal; 

a preprogrammed ROM located at said remote loca- 
tion having a plurality of inputs and outputs; 

means for supplying each of said first eight-bit paral- 
lel signals to said ROM causing said ROM to pro- 
duce a second eight-bit signal on its output repre- 
senting the instantaneous sum of said first eight-bit 
parallel signals being supplied to the inputs of said 
ROM; 

means for converting and transmitting said second 
eight-bit parallel signal produced on the output of 
said ROM to an analog signal, and 

a receiver receiving said analog signal and producing 
a second audio signal therefrom. 

5. The apparatus as set forth in claim 4 further com- 
prising: 

said means for converting each of said first audio 
signals to a PCM companded signal for transmit- 
ting to a remote location and then converting each 
of said companded signals to a first eight-bit paral- 
lel signal including, 

(i) an analog-to-digital converter converting said 
audio signal to a third eight-bit parallel signal; 

(ii) a first parallel-to-serial converter converting 
said third eight-bit parallel signal to said PCM 
companded signal, and 

(iii) a first serial-to-parallel converter converting 
said PCM companded signal to said first eight-bit 
parallel signal. 

6. The apparatus as set forth in claim 4 further com- 
prising: 

said means for converting and transmitting said sec- 
ond eight-bit parallel signals produced on the out- 
put of said ROM to an analog signal including, 

(i) a second parallel-to-serial converter converting 
said second eight-bit parallel signals to a serial 
digital signal, 

(ii) a second serial-to-parallel converter; 

(iii) a transmission line connected between said 
second parallel-to-serial converter and said sec- 
ond serial-to-parallel converter, and 

(iv) a digital-to-analog converter connected to an 
output of said second serial-to-parallel con- 
verter. 

7. The apparatus as set forth in claim 5 further com- 
prising: 

a ROM multiplier means provided for receiving said 
first eight-bit parallel signal from said serial-to-par- 
allel converter and multiplying said signal prior to 
feeding said signal to said ROM for providing a 
volume control for said circuit. 

8. The apparatus as set forth in claim 4 further com- 
prising: 

said preprogrammed ROM including; 

(i) a sign ROM, a sum ROM and a delta ROM; 

(ii) said sign ROM having at least a pair of inputs 
each of which is connected for receiving said 
first eight-bit parallel signals and generating a, 
sign output signal on a sign output terminal, and 
a sum or delta signal on another output terminal; 

(iii) means for supplying said sum or delta signals to 
said sum ROM or said delta ROM for enabling 
either said sum ROM or said delta ROM, and 

(iv) means for supplying said first eight-bit parallel 
signals to said sum ROM and said delta ROM for 
reading out signals stored therein depending on 
whether said sum ROM or delta ROM is en- 
abled. 
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